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John 14:12 

12  Very truly, also do the works that I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will I do and, in fact, will do greater 
works than these, because I am going to the Father. 
 

Change is in the air once again all around us. 

Most of us don’t like change. Maybe it begins 

when we leave our mother’s womb. Going from 

the warm support in a nurturing environment in 

the form of human birth must not be easy and 

maybe just a little traumatizing for the newborn 

child. Thrust out into the light and cold without 

the support of mother’s nurturing body for one 

so small and defenseless seems almost harsh if 

you really think about it. It’s a change that comes 

with certain possibilities of risk and benefit that 

can only be known by experiencing it and what 

follows. 

 

In some cases, children are born in nurturing, 

caring, families that seek to protect and nurture 

once leaving the womb. In others even before 

they leave the womb, they are experiencing the 

effects of drugs, or the parents personal habits 

that are detrimental to their health and safety, 

only to find their parents lifestyle continues that 

trend after birth. What is the difference in the 

two outcomes? What leads to the nurturing and 

loving of that child verses neglect? 

 

I would argue that in many cases it is the selfless 

love of God demonstrated in the attitudes and 

actions of the parents. The desire in their hearts 

to love their children and do whatever it takes to 

raise them in the nurturing blanket of that 

example. Sometimes it calls for the parents of 

special needs children to go that extra mile in 

their love, but through that love the child 

develops to their full potential in the image of 

God. In my years at United Way I saw so much of 

this love being reflected through the smiles and 

actions of these same special needs children and 

adults. 

 

Even with our reluctance to risk change, change is 

at the very center of our faith in the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. Christ’s plan of salvation calls for 

every believer to live out the sequence of 

justifying, redeeming and sanctifying grace in 

their experience. First, before we can even know 

God we receive the grace that falls on the just 

and unjust alike. The rain and sun that brings our 

substance. The air we breath that supports our 

bodily functions, even our birth are forms of 

God’s love given without accepting his leadership 

into our lives. Many times it is this grace that 

leads us to the realization that there is a God and 

this God has blessed us above any understanding 

of the human mind. It is the steps through which 

we approach the door of God’s redeeming and 

justifying grace. When he opens the door and 

claims Christ as our Savior, the door opens, and 

we are received into his loving arms. Suddenly we 

realize that God is there, and he loves us and 

wants what is best for us. That he loves us so 
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OUTREACH REPORT  

In February, we had 37 visitors to the 

Clothes Closet and gave out 23 bags of food. 

We made $336 on our Everything $1 

Clothing Sale for our Angel Tree program. 

We helped 3 neighbors with their VEC bills, 

1 with a water bill, 1 with gas for their 

vehicle, and 1 with their Propane bill. We 

made a donation to Family Promise of Roane 

County and to Roane County Cooperative 

Ministries. 

We are beginning to plan for our Yard Sale. 

You can drop off items at church Monday - 

Thursday between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. If 

you need items picked up, please contact 

the church office at (865) 376-7040. 

Sherri Burnette, Outreach Coordinator 

much that he died to make this all possible. 

Finally with that realization. God’s Spirit of love 

moves into our hearts and begins sanctifying us 

from within. Suddenly those old patterns that 

lead to harm of self, others and community come 

into light and God’s Spirit through faith begins to 

change us making us his new creation. Each of 

these are change. Each of these require us to 

change our minds and attitudes as we approach 

God’s throne as redeemed children walking in his 

way. 

 

This week we lost one of the most loving and 

gracious members of our church in Dave Beeson. 

Dave was a man that lived out his faith. Whether 

it be leading his wife and girls in the love of faith 

and family, or setting the trusses at the new 

church, or being on call as the Trustee Chair, not 

to mention giving stability to the bass section in 

our choir, David loved and lived in faith. This is 

not a change any of us wanted, but today Dave no 

longer struggles with his body and is blessed in 

ways we cannot even imagine. The other of 

course is our change in relationship with The 

United Methodist Church. It is a change some of 

us wanted and some of us didn’t. Yet, I have to 

believe that God is with us if we love as he has 

loved us. The selfless love of others in the image 

of Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit 

within this congregation will not only get us 

through this but begin a new chapter in the life of 

this congregation, full of possibilities and 

blessings as well as challenges that will be 

overcome. Let us all commit to looking to Christ 

for our leadership and letting him lead us through 

whatever changes we may have to face in life.  

 

God Bless, 

 

Pastor Wayne 
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LUMINARY PASTOR-PARRISH  

  

Church Secretary: Anita Huling retired from all her good work at Luminary, and we have been 

blessed to find Wendy Perry, to carry on our God focused mission. Wendy has already settled 

into her role and bringing her talents to our church. Please stop in and say hello.  

Pastor Search: Your search team is engaged to find our next pastor. We ask for your continued 

prayers as we focus on God’s will to lead us on our journey. 

As Pastor Wayne informed us last Sunday, his last pastoral duties day will be June 30, 2023. 

During the next 4 months Pastor Wayne will miss a few Sundays, which we plan to support with 

possible pastor candidates. The search team has already vetted two candidates and presented 

one (Senior Pastor Kevin Poeckert) to a large group of our church leadership. After a 3 -hour 

interview with Kevin and his lovely wife Sherri, both search team and the large leadership group 

unanimously agreed to ask Kevin to conduct a sermon and meet the congregation. We will 

announce the date soon. There are numerous prayerful steps leading to a final church decision 

on our next pastor, but we are off to a good start. Most importantly we need your prayers, and 

secondly your comments and thoughts as we present candidates.  

We will update the congregation as needed, during the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  

Please feel free to reach out to the search team (Nadine Jackson, Wade Rucker, Jim Conway or 

Marc Malone) if you have any questions. 

May God’s will be done. 

Pastor Search Team 

KITCHEN MINISTRY  

Dear Friends, 

Our Monthly Community Breakfast is on Saturday, March 4th,  

8:30 - 11:00 a.m. 

Our Monthly Community Dinner is on Wednesday, March 15th,  

6:00 p.m. 

In honor of St. Patrick’s Day, there will be Corned Beef and Cabbage. 

Please bring your favorite main dish, salad, or dessert to share.  

I always need and appreciate help with set-up and clean-up and by 

now you know my mantra is “Many Hands Make Light Work”. 

The Kitchen Lady 
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Volunteers are needed for the 

nursery during the 10:30 a.m. 

church service when Stacy is 

unavailable. The early service is 

covered but we only have one 

person for the late service. If you 

can help in any way, please call 

the church office or contact 

Stacey Rogers at (240)285-2929. 

F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  T H E  YO U T H  D I R E C TO R  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH RESURRECTION RETREAT 2023 
HELD AT PIGEON FORGE  

O n e  F a i t h .  O n e  H o p e .  O n e  L o r d  

Eleven youth and seven adults had an amazing time 
learning about God’s word and blessings. We stayed 
at a VRBO with many rooms, a basketball court and 
the crowd favorite, a hot tub. We had some down 
time, and spent Saturday afternoon at the Island. 

The retreat had four sessions with inspiring 
messages that included: We are the World’s Parish, 
we need to apologize more and we need to show 
up! They sang gospel songs and danced with the 
band Frvr Free. 

We would like to thank Pastor Wayne for his 
guidance and cooking abilities. The parents that 
went made it a seamless trip. Thank you to the 
congregation for the financial and spiritual support. 
And of course, praise God for the opportunity to 
draw closer to him. 

 
 
 
 
 

Spring Fl ing |  Apri l  8,  10 am -  12 pm  
• See Flyer for more information 

• Have two major sponsors 

• Collecting donations of Easter candy, plastic 
eggs (large and small), and egg cartons 

• Will be videoing the Easter Story for 
presentation 

VBS | July 10-14  
• Need many volunteers 

• More information to follow 

• Trying to coordinate Music on the Lawn for 
culminating activity 
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FESTIVAL FOR CHILDREN 
SATURDAY  APRIL 8  2023 

10AM -12PM 

 Luminary United Methodist Church 

3401 River Road , Ten Mile 

(865) 376-7040 

Questions call the church office 

JOIN US FOR: 

FREE FOOD AND DRINKS  BOUNCE HOUSE & SLIDE FREE CARNIVAL GAMES & PRIZES 

BRING YOUR BASKET EASTER EGG HUNT @ 11AM 

@ 



MARCH 2023 PAGE 6 

 

Worship/Media Report 
by Lynn Wright 
 

This report is being written on Ash Wednesday 
(February 22, 2023) so the glorious celebration of 
Christ’s resurrection (on Easter) is only 6.5 weeks 
away (April 9, 2023). This period of Lent is always 
an important time of the year for personal 
reflection on changes needed or desired in our 
lives. It is my hope that during this time of 
reflection, a few of you will feel the call to 
become part of the worship team. Activities 
supported by the worship team include the ones 
seen each week (Pastor, liturgist, choir leader, 
and choir members, ushers, greeters, and 
security team) plus behind the scenes activities 
(sound board operation, visuals creation and 
presentation, camera and computer operation 
for online worship, altar guild members, 
sanctuary and welcome area decorators and 
even Zoom co-hosting). I am thankful for the 
many current team members and for recent 
additions (Gerry Hallcox, Michelle McGuckin, and 
Teena Miltenberger). While all roles are covered 
at the moment there are vulnerabilities in some 
areas where only one or two individuals are 
available and trained for the needed activity. 
Listed below are activities where one or more 
back-up individuals are needed. 

1) Sound board operation during 8:00 a.m. 
service (a back-up is needed when Graig 
Hutchinson takes vacation - a very easy job to do) 

2) Visuals presentation during 8:00 a.m. service 
on Communion Sundays ( while not absolutely 
necessary, this is very helpful to the Pastor)  

3) Creation of visuals “playlist” using Pro-
presenter software (this is an activity that does 
require computer skills and some creativity but it 
can be done from home - training will be 
provided to anyone willing to learn). 

4) Zoom co-hosting (at least one Zoom user 
needs to perform this activity each Sunday to 
ensure that Zoom continues to be offered as an 
online option).  

Having a zoom co-host means that the online 
worship operator (in-house) can focus on 
providing the best visual and sound content 
without being distracting by having to watch 
constantly for people requesting to be admitted 
to Zoom. 

To Zoom and YouTube users, remember that on 
both applications it is possible for you to 
communicate with the in-house operator using 
the chat boxes. For those of you who are only 
identified by your phone type, phone number, or 
a made-up number, we would like to do more to 
make sure you are included as a member of our 
congregation. We can only do this if you let us 
know who you are! If you prefer to remain 
anonymous during services, that is totally okay, 
but how about calling me so that we can 
associate your number with a name when 
needed. Contact Lynn Wright 865-466-4705 
(phone or text). 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS               

March 1 ..... Dakota Narramore 
March 1 ..... Brennan Reed 
March 7 ..... John Stephens 
March 10... Benjamin Jones 
March 13... Della Marshall 
March 14... Willard Standridge 
March 15... Michael Beard 
March 15... Cora Jones 

 
March 16 ... Kathi Matthews 
March 17 ... Patricia Longest 
March 19 ... Craig Hutchinson 
March 20 ... April Queener 
March 24 ... Bobby Jackson 
March 27 ... Rick Matthews 
March 30 ... David Williams 
March 30 ... Pat Barron 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

March 26 ... James and Sharon 
 Conway 

If your birthday or anniversary is left off the list, or a correction needs to be made, please 

call the office at 865-376-7040 or send an email to luminaryoffice@gmail.com and let us 

know so we can update our records. 
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Or Current Resident 

3401 River Road 

Ten Mile, TN 37880 

L u m i n a r y  u n i t e d  

M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  

Phone: 865-376-7040 

Email: 

luminaryoffice@gmail.com 

Non-Profit Organization 
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE AND SHINE 

Sunday 8:00 am Worship Service 
 9:00 am Sunday School 
 10:30 am Worship Service 
 10:30 am Online Worship Service 

Monday 9:00 am Barnabas 

Tuesday 9:30 am Zumba 
 7:00 pm Bible Study 
 7:00 pm Church Leadership Council  
  (3rd Tuesday of each month) 

Wednesday 9:00 am Clothes Closet/Food Pantry 
 9:30 am Pickle Ball 
 10:00 am Sewing Circle (2nd and 4th  

  Wednesday of each month) 
 6:00 pm Worship Team 
 6:00 pm Community Dinner 
  (3rd Wednesday of each month) 

 7:00 pm Choir Practice 

Thursday 9:30 am Zumba 
 10:45 am Ladies Bible Study 
 7:00 pm Bible Study 

Friday 9:30 am Pickleball 

Saturday 8:30 am Community Breakfast 
  (1st Saturday of each month) 

 9:00 am Clothes Closet Everything $1 
  (1st Saturday of each month) 

 10:00 am AA Meeting 

 

Are you ready for something NEW and 
EXCITING?!! This month's newsletter will be 
sent to you via email and through the postal 
service. 

We will transition to email delivery beginning 
in April. This will allow us to save money on 
postage and paper and will allow us to 
present the newsletter in color!! Once the 
transition is complete, if you prefer a printed 
copy they will be available for you to pick-up 
at the Welcome Center. 

If you require a copy mailed to you, please 
contact the church office. 


